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A Dictionary of the Bible. Dealing with its Language, Litera- 
ture, and Contents (including the Biblical Theology). 
Edited by J. Hastings, assisted by J. A. Selbie. Vol. I, 
A — Feasts. Edinburgh : T. and T. Clark ; New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. 864. Cloth, $6, half 
morocco, $8, per volume. (To be completed in four 
volumes.) 

This volume has been awaited with great interest on the part of all 
scholars. The older dictionaries of the Bible had become, even in 
their later editions, to a considerable extent antiquated, and there 
was abundance of room for a new work which should represent the 
constructive side of modern scientific theology. Such a work would 
be naturally exposed to two dangers — on the one hand of too great 
concession to the demands of the more radical critical school, and On 
the other hand to too great conservatism. The present work to a 
considerable degree has escaped both extremes and promises to be as 
serviceable for the next generation or more of theological workers as 
have been Kitto and Smith to their own times. 

The articles on the New Testament. — One of the most successful 
and useful features of this first volume of the new dictionary is its 
series of articles on the book of Acts and the history which it 
traverses. The number of these articles is about fifty, and the 
authors of them are about thirty in number. The geographical 
subjects are treated for the most part by Professor W. M. Ramsay, who 
writes upon Achaia, Antioch in Pisidia, Asia, Asiarch, Cappadocia, 
Colossse, Corinth, Ephesus, etc. There can be no question that we 
have here the best information (in English surely, probably in any 
language) upon this branch of historical geography. Nor is this 
standard lowered in the other kindred articles, those by Dr. G. A. 
Smith on Antioch of Syria, by Lieutenant-Colonel C. R. Conder on 
Caesarea, by Mr. J. L. Myres on Cyprus, and by Rev. C. H. Prichard 
on Crete. So much advance has been made of late years in this line 
of New Testament study that this new treatment of the whole subject 
was greatly needed and will be highly useful. This volume contains 
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no map illustrative of the Acts history. This will be expected in some 
subsequent volume. 

The article upon the Book of Acts itself is by Rev. A. C. Headlam, 
Professor Sanday's collaborator on the International Critical Commen- 
tary on Romans. It is altogether the best brief introduction to the 
Acts, admirably presenting the problems connected with the book, 
and dealing with them in a candid, scholarly way. The conservative 
temper which underlies the article is for its good. Many points of 
the discussion raise questions, but for these there is not room here. 
In the list of literature Hackett's Commentary on Acts and McGiffert's 
Apostolic Age should have been mentioned. 

The chronology of the apostolic age is treated by Mr. C. H. 
Turner, at some length, and the result is a series of dates peculiar to 
himself. This is discouraging, as we already have too many chrono- 
logical schemes for this period. But the discussion is a thorough 
and acute one, surely suggestive, whatever verdict may be passed upon 
its conclusions. 

To some extent the same is true of Mr. Turner's discussion of the 
Chronology of the Life of Christ. It is marked by great erudition, 
and is as good a piece of work in its line as could be wished. And 
yet its conclusion that 29 is the date of the crucifixion will doubtless 
be received with some hesitation. It is to be noted that Mr. Turner's 
chronology is little concerned with critical questions which, if answered 
in some other way than the traditional, might radically affect results 
by changing data. Whether or not this is a blemish will probably be 
decided by each reader according to his own predilection. 

The articles upon Church Government, Apostle, Bishop and 
Elder, and Deacon, are written by Professor H. M. Gwatkin. The 
evidence is skilfully presented and ably interpreted. That the con- 
clusions reached accord with the best current judgment on the matters 
involved is Dr. Gwatkin's testimony to the fact that scholars have at 
last reached the truth, in the main, along this line. Many of the 
minor features of the problem, however, must still be considered 
unsettled ; and Dr. Gwatkin will be found to have added much to 
their investigation. 

There are excellent introductions to Paul's epistles to the Colos- 
sians by Rev. J. O. F. Murray, to 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians 
by Principal A. Robertson, and to Ephesians by Professor W. Lock. 
And an exceedingly good view of the life and teaching of the 
apostolic church as a whole is given in Rev. S. C. Gayford's article on 
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the Church, where anyone may get more correct information and 
perspective than Acts literature generally contains. The need of 
reconstructing popular notions about the apostolic age becomes daily 
more apparent, and for this reason our debt of gratitude to the new 
Dictionary of the Bible is very great. 

The articles on Biblical Theology. — A distinctive and altogether 
admirable feature of this work, as compared with previous publications 
of the same general class, is its recognition of the relatively new 
science of biblical theology as within the scope of a Bible dictionary 
— a fact conspicuously announced on the title page. The present 
volume contains articles on Adam (in the New Testament), Ascension, 
Assurance, Atonement, Only Begotten, Bible, Brotherly Love, Chris- 
tology, Confession, Conscience, Creed, Curse, Election, Ethics, Faith, 
Fall, on which there are no sections in the revised edition of Smith ; 
besides articles on Adoption, Angel, Baptism, Blasphemy, Con- 
firmation, Demon, Eschatology, which are treated in Smith. The 
writers in this department are Candlish, Plummer, Gwatkin, Beet, 
Denney, Kilpatrick, Murray, Stewart, Salmond, T. B. Strong, and 
others. The articles themselves are of very unequal merit, and despite 
some admirable ones (notably that of Gayford on the Church, which 
is, however, historical rather than strictly biblico-theological ; of 
Gwatkin on Church Government, Apostle, and Bishop ; Davidson, 
Charles, and Salmond on Eschatology ; Adeney on Confirmation, and 
Whitehouse on Demonology), the treatment of this field is, on the 
whole, distinctly disappointing. One can but suspect either that the 
editor himself had not distinctly defined to himself the true nature of 
the science of biblical theology as a historical science, or else that he 
had not the courage to decline the articles written in the spirit and 
method of dogmatics which some of his distinguished contributors 
furnished him. It is greatly to be regretted that the first dictionary 
distinctly to recognize this department of biblical study — a work, more- 
over, destined to exert a wide influence for a generation or more — 
should not have given its readers a truer idea of what biblical the- 
ology is. 

The articles on Egypt and Old Testament Archceology. — It is a for- 
tunate accident that the initials of Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt occur 
so near together at the beginning of the alphabet, for thus an account 
of Israel's most powerful neighbors will be found included in this first 
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volume of the dictionary. In fifteen pages Mr. W. E. Crum has pre- 
sented a sketch of Egypt which leaves nothing to be desired. It is the 
only satisfactory historical outline which has thus far appeared in Eng- 
lish; that of Erman, as translated in Life in Ancient Egypt, is now 
thirteen years old and needs to be brought to date. Such a survey is 
invaluable for the student who desires at least some general notion of 
the trend and sweep of events in the Nile valley, a bird's-eye view 
which indicates the main features of the landscape. In view of the 
many uncertainties in early Egyptian history, Mr. Crum has made 
remarkably few statements which one is inclined to challenge. These 
few our space will not permit us to take up here. 

The other long article, on the Egyptian Versions, by Mr. Forbes 
Robinson, it is a pleasure to state, is equally good and on a level with 
the high character of the author's published work in Coptic. Both 
the above articles are accompanied by excellent bibliographies. 

It is unfortunate that so good an Arabist as Margoliouth should 
have been assigned to write on Cush, a subject so far from his field 
that it would have been a miracle had he escaped with fewer errors 
and omissions than his article now shows. 

The shorter articles on Art, as Archaeology and the like, by Petrie, 
very much need illustrations. An account of Hebrew archaeology 
which puts the construction of the tabernacle in Mosaic times would 
seem to need some revision in the light of Israel's literary and reli- 
gious history. 

Short articles on Breastplate, by Kennedy; Bricks, by Petrie; 
Cedar, by Post ; Exodus, by Rendel Harris and A. T. Post (excellent), 
and Famine, by Wilson, should be mentioned, but cannot be further 
discussed in the space here available. 

In this connection should also be noted the comprehensive article 
of Professor Porter, of Yale, upon the Apocrypha. 

The articles on Assyrian and Babylonian subjects. — The intimate 
relation of Old Testament study with Assyriology is amply illustrated 
in this dictionary. Fully twenty subjects strictly Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian are treated, and in a multitude of others the contributions of 
the cuneiform inscriptions are levied upon. Examples of the latter 
are the articles on the Fall, Chronology, and Daniel, where the 
Assyrian material delivers the decisive word. Of the strictly Assyri- 
ological articles, the longest are naturally those on the history of 
Assyria and Babylonia, the work of Professor Hommel. The other 
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chief contributors are Professor Sayce, who writes on Arioch, Chedor- 
laomer, Darius, Elam, Ellasar, and Esarhaddon ; Professor Price, who 
contributes articles on Accad, Assurbanipal, Belshazzar, Chaldaea; 
Dr. Pinches, who discusses Calneh, Carchemish. It is evident that 
the work of these writers is (i) scholarly and accurate, (2) as far as it 
relates to Old Testament subjects, cautious and conservative. The 
surprising right-about-face in respect to Old Testament views per- 
formed by Professors Sayce and Hommel finds expression in their 
articles. We note few instances of discrepancy between the views of 
the writers. In respect to Manasseh's captivity, Sayce places it under 
Esarhaddon, Hommel under Assurbanipal. The feeblest piece of 
work is that by Ewing, in the article on Damascus, so far as he deals 
with the history of the city in Old Testament times. This should 
have been put into the hands of a competent Assyriologist. 

Taken altogether, therefore, the opinion which must be expressed 
of this first volume is one of appreciation and admiration. That all 
will agree with all of its positions was not, of course, to be expected, 
but the work is clearly invaluable for every clergyman and teacher. 
If it does nothing more than show to persons who have been in fear 
of modern scholarship that its saner results are helpful rather than 
injurious, its mission will be great. In a word, we have in the present 
work a dictionary of the Bible that is scientific, constructive, and 
modern. The Editors. 



History, Prophecy and the Monuments, or Israel and the Nations. 

By James Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor 
of Oriental Languages in University College, Toronto. 
Vol. II: To the Fall of Nineveh. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1896. Pp. xxi+433. #3- 

The first volume of this valuable work was noticed in the Biblical 
World for February, 1896. The promise that two volumes would 
complete the subject has broken down before the vast amount of 
material with which the author found himself confronted. He hopes 
now that a third volume will suffice. The historical field covered in 
Vol. II extends from the division of the Israelite kingdom to the fall 
of the Assyrian empire. Some of the most picturesque and stirring 
episodes of Old Testament history fall within these limits. Professor 
McCurdy's treatment is sober, scholarly, and reverent. An able Assyrian 



